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The legitimacy of the Petro-Iván Cepeda administration has 
been compromised by an unlikely convergence of testimonies. 
According to the President’s closest family and various 
insurgent groups tied to his "Total Peace" deal, they allegedly 
ascended to power using the =inancial and logistical scaffolding 
of organized crime1. Under their administration, Colombia 
became a leading hub for cocaine production, illegal gold 
mining, and other illicit economies.  
 
These networks now exert in=luence over roughly 70% of the 
national territory and allegedly delivered 2.4 million votes to 
the Pacto Histórico-Petro-Cepeda coalition in the March 8, 2026, 
legislative elections across 126 veri=ied municipalities2. Their 
estimated 27,000 members operate as a nationwide political 
machine sustained through coercion, assassinations3, 
intimidation4, and repression targeting communities, 
opposition leaders, and the media. 
 
At the same time, Colombia’s police5 and military have been 
reduced to 43% of their operational strength. Since taking of=ice, 
the Petro administration has steadily weakened the Colombian 
Army while using public resources to campaign for its party 
and presidential candidates, blurring constitutional and 
electoral boundaries. 
 
Petro himself publicly anointed Cepeda as his successor, 
effectively sidelining the party consultation that nominated him 
and reducing it to little more than political theater. At the same 
time, serious concerns persist over the transparency of 
Cepeda’s campaign =inancing6. 
 
Over the past three weeks, Petro-Cepeda campaign has entered 
a more aggressive phase. Individuals linked to the movement 
have appeared in restaurants, cafés, shopping centers, and 
other public spaces to spread fear-based messaging. Rather 
than engage in debate, they issue warnings implying that 
Colombians will “see what happens” if Petro-Cepeda lose the 
election. 
 
They have also been accused of paying Indigenous communities 
to travel the country by bus to campaign for them—frequently 
relying on violent tactics. Just as they did during the 2022 
presidential campaign7, the Petro-Cepeda faction succeeded in 
turning Indigenous communities against one another, leading 

to a tragic toll of at least six dead and more than 100 injured. 
Their clear objective was to divide these populations and 
weaponize the chaos to force political support8. 
 
On 19 May, the Petro-Cepeda campaign transported and paid 
groups of people — mostly young participants — to gather near 
the residence of former President AI lvaro Uribe. The 
mobilization was led by Hernán Muriel, recently elected by 
Pacto Histórico9. Their objective — as seen with the indigenous 
communities and	peasants10— is to provoke confrontation and 
instill fear as a tool of political pressure.  
 
Despite constitutional and legal restrictions, President Petro 
continues to act as the central =igure of the presidential 
campaign -Cepeda	clearly	plays a second role. Fear has become 
pervasive: few people speak publicly, and those who do often 
face violent retaliation from actors tied to the “Total Peace” 
structure—individuals granted peace-mediator status11 that 
allows them freedom of movement while criminal operations 
continue without meaningful state intervention. 
 
Cepeda has argued that these killings are merely consequences 
of war12 and that the victims should be viewed as casualties of 
the con=lict, including in reference to the assassination of 
Senator and presidential candidate Miguel Uribe Turbay13. 
 
What this narrative ignores are the allegations that illegal 
armed groups and organized crime structures aligned with the 
government increasingly treat political opponents of Petro-
Cepeda as legitimate targets. 
 
Colombia is facing systematic	electoral	violence14 led	by	Petro-
Cepeda	presidential	campaign. It is also	experiencing a takeover 
in which actors linked to the “Total Peace” deal seek control 
over territory, public discourse, and the electoral system 
itself15.  
 
Colombia is being held hostage while some — mostly European 
— international actors stay aligned with Petro and Cepeda in 
exchange for multi-million-dollar irregular contracts. At the 
same time, the Petro government appears to selectively share 
intelligence on limited cocaine shipments with allied European 
states to produce political “wins” — a pattern that echoes, in 
structure, tactics seen in the Pablo Escobar era16. 
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